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Abstract 
 
After the Jacobite rebellion of 1745 the Hanoverian Government identified the need 
to ‘reduce the power of the Highlands.’ This made it necessary to develop a precise 
definition of the Highlands in order to apply legislation aimed at punishing and 
controlling but also, transforming the region. The statutory definition of the Highlands 
that was adopted identified a number of rivers as the boundaries of the region. The 
measures subsequently applied to the Highlands by the state were underpinned by a 
perception of the region’s inhabitants as a separate and distinct culture. These 
measures included ‘improvements’ aimed at transforming the Highlands through 
cultural and economic reform, thereby assimilating this supposedly rebellious and 
troublesome region to the United Kingdom.  
 
Such ‘improvements’ included the construction of bridges, which had a symbolic and 
practical significance in this context. As rivers were perceived as boundaries and 
indeed could be a practical impediment to commercial and social interaction, building 
bridges represented the erosion of defined boundaries and the integration of the 
Highlands into the Union. The Commission for the Annexed Estates, which was 
responsible for the construction of several bridges, identified the advantages that 
bridges were expected to bring by increasing the ease of communication, and 
particularly trade, but also interaction with Lowlanders which, the Commission 
hoped, would have a ‘civilising’ effect. While aspects of the reforms imposed on the 
Highlands are problematic, the symbolism of the bridge highlights the transformative 
nature of the endeavor to ‘improve’ the Highlands. 
 
Bridges had been destroyed as a military tactic during the rebellion but their 
rebuilding afterwards had an importance that went beyond the obvious practical 
benefits. They represented the endeavor by the Government and its agents to 
assimilate a region conceptualised as remote and distinct, and symbolised its efforts, 
as contemporaries put it, to ‘compleat (sic) the Union.’ 


