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Abstract 
 
Proximity to water has, throughout history, been a critical factor in determining the 
location and layout of new settlements, towns and cities. Although attracting people 
to live close to one another in urban settings, forming communities, water, namely 
waterways and waterbodies have also created borders within urban populations. This 
paper explores how waterways and waterbodies unite and divide communities, 
creating a sense of place or otherwise, and the role bridges and other connections 
play in these processes. The fluidity of how urban populations are socially separated 
by water and connected by bridges is also explored through a comparative analysis 
of differing communities within varying cities, and across timescales.  
 
Case study cities selected include London, United Kingdom; Stockholm, Sweden; 
and Melbourne, Australia. These three cities of varying physical and population size 
and shape, and age, are all based around waterways and/or waterbodies; the River 
Thames in the case of London, the Yarra River in the case of Melbourne and the 
mouth of Lake Mälaren by the Stockholm Archipelago and the Baltic Sea in the case 
of Stockholm. Although well connected in modern times with crossings, including 
bridges as well as tunnels and boats, these three cities all have urban populations 
who define themselves based upon which side of the water they come from or live 
on.  
 
Drawing upon qualitative data this paper traces the historical association of urban 
populations based on their proximity to the waterways and/or waterbodies in the case 
study cities. It determines the extent to which connections over the water in the case 
study cities, particularly with regard to bridges, have broken down communities’ 
associations with parts of the case study areas centered upon their location in 
relation to waterways and/or waterbodies, and the impact these connections have on 
the social fabric of the cities today. 
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