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Abstract 
 
Pictures made by the first Warsaw photographers such as Karol Beyer, Konrad Brandel, 
Maksymilian Fajans - precursors of Polish professional photography create an important part 
of the Iconographic and Photographic Collection of the National Museum in Warsaw (NMW). 
Apart from immortalizing the city's inhabitants, photographers documented various historical 
events, the city's development and its material culture. Among many subjects being took up 
the construction of the first permanent steel bridge over Vistula river has been fully 
documented. Some of the photographs from this particular photo-reportage served for 
preparing commemorative albums for people who took part in this investment; a few of them 
survived, among others in the collection of the NMW or École des Ponts et Chaussées in 
Paris, though all of them differ between each other in the choice and number of photographs. 
 
Designed by Stanisław Kierbedź and constructed between 1859 and 1864, the bridge was a 
six-span steel riveted truss structure of the American type. It was of great economic 
significance, as it fostered expansion of the city and improved the quality of life of its 
residents. Its history reflected the fortunes of the city, beginning with difficult times of the 
January Uprising during the bridge construction, through its first destruction by the retreating 
Russian soldiers during World War I. The bridge was rebuilt by the Germans in 1916 and 
served until World War II when it was again blown up, this time by the Germans. After the 
war a new structure was built on the bridge's supports. 
 
Different aspects of the bridge history reflecting the history of Warsaw and its inhabitants and 
its meaning for the community will be described illustrated by a series of photographs from 
the NMW's collection. Recent history concerning the recovery of some of its fragments from 
the bottom of the Vistula river and the idea of their protection and exposition in the out-door 
exhibition called Pontiseum will also be mentioned. 
 


