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Abstract 
 
When the city of Covington, Kentucky laid out its street grid in 1815, it directly aligned to the 
streets of Cincinnati across the Ohio River.1  When a bridge tied these two cities together, it 
should have been placed to create a grand vista, linking streets from the Kentucky and Ohio 
sides.2  Yet, the Covington-Cincinnati Bridge (now known as the John A. Roebling Bridge) was 
constructed, as engineer John Roebling bemoaned, offset between streets forfeiting the 
opportunity to rival “the finest and most magnificent avenues on this continent.”3  
 
A bill to charter the Covington and Cincinnati Bridge Company passed on March 12, 1849, but 
quickly, “the lands upon both sides of the river, where the bridge was to be founded, [were] 
purchased by wealthy individuals, the proprietors of the ferry in the vicinity, for the purpose of 
preventing the construction of the bridge.”4  
 
This paper details the siting of the Covington-Cincinnati Bridge as an example of the battle 
between and old technology (ferries) and a new one (suspension bridge construction).  The 
result of this battle was a heralded technological innovation, placed on an imperfect site.  It is a 
compromise permanently etched into the physical fabric of two cities.  
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