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The placement of railways at the ground level has always brought motility problems by 
interrupting the coming and going of vehicles or pedestrians. 

In Brazil by the end of the 19th century, when many railways were built, this was not 
seen as a real issue, since most railways were built in flood plains, deserted or less 
populated areas. 

However, in some situations, the parties responsible for the railway constructions 
thought ahead and provided innovative solutions that prevented passages from being 
closed so that the trains could pass, even before that would become an issue. 

This is the case of the British company The São Paulo Railway Company, which built 
the rail track six meters below the usual back in 1895, when building its third home 
office in São Paulo, Estação da Luz (Luz Station), so as to avoid intersections. The 
solution included the building of two metal bridges in the two extremes of the building 
and three metal walkways inside the building, across the railway, for public crossing, in 
such a way the pedestrians could also see the platforms by looking down. 

The solution not only provided a passage in the ground floor not related to the boarding 
at all, but it also inserted the building into the landscape and turned it into a symbol of 
the city of São Paulo, which was nothing but a small town back then. The bridge can be 
seen and used by all those inside the building, not necessarily train users, but only 
pedestrians who are just crossing by. 

Over one hundred years later, this relationship between the Estação da Luz building 
and the surroundings has been preserved, despite how big São Paulo has grown and 
the changes the railway system has gone through. 

This paper will describe the solution provided to this building and also other walkway 
projects designed by The São Paulo Railway for other places, which led to the building 
of metal walkways that are aesthetically beautiful and functional at the same time. 


