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Ellisbridge Ahmedabad: A pivot of growth from walled city to megacity 

 
The 606 years old historic walled city of Ahmedabad is the cultural core of this Megacity. 
Though, the breakthrough from the walled boundaries was the introduction of a Bridge 
across the river Sabarmati In AD1870 (rebuilt in 1890 due to floods). After about a 
century of functioning well, the transportation volume needed a wider and higher 
capacity bridge. The authorities decided to replace the bridge with a concrete one. 
However, the emotions attached with locals built a pressure on the authorities to retain it.  
The bridge was retained and two new wings added on both side which were utilised for 
movement while the historic bridge limited its use to pedestrian. The bridge again was 
abandoned for pedestrian use as corrosion in the piers were noticed.  
 
The paper here attempts to re-assess the bridge’s architecture, through study of its 
available drawings from archives, comparative study of other bridges in region and other 
case studies. Also, restoration attempts done in past, possible method for conservation 
and possible inclusion through re-use program is a vision by the authors. Main focus of 
the paper aims to assess the physical and geometrical systems and decay with non-
destructive visual methods with adaptive re-use possibilities. 
 
After being abandoned, a couple of times proposals to dismantle the heritage bridge 
were moved but not finalised yet. One such bridge in Surat named Hope bridge (1877) 
already gave way to a re-built memorial walkway which replaced the historic bridge 
completely. It is felt important to find a balanced and justified way of including the bridge 
in city’s cultural/urban context with conservation and compatible re-use. A feasible 
method is being investigated to conserve the bridge and during the process, objective of 
documenting the industrial period heritage bridge structure is also covered. This 
documentation and assessment of architectural heritage can remain available for future 
in all cases.  
 
 
 
  
 


