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Ponte Girevole in Taranto: the Swing Bridge between a city with many souls 
 
The Ponte Girevole (“Swing Bridge”) is the symbol of the city of Taranto, the ancient capital 
of Magna 
Grecia and one of the largest cities in southern Italy. Opened May 22, 1887, it’s an imposing 
metal structure overlooking a waterway (“canale Navigabile”); approximately 400 m wide and 
73 m long, the bridge connects the Old Town Island to the “Borgo Nuovo”.The research aims 
to analyze the role of this structure in the collective consciousness: the Ponte is concurrently 
a crossing point but also a boundary line between a city with many souls. For example, it is 
peculiar that, still in 2017, the idea of a woman crossing this bridge alone sounds 
uncomfortable and challenging. The bridge opening marks the departure of battleships to 
theaters of war as well as humanitarian missions, and welcomes home returning Navy crews 
after long months of navigation.  
 
In both cases, participation and emotional involvement of the city of Taranto are very strong: 
people gather on waterfront terraces and boardwalks to greet the Navy crews standing on 
deck, while the ships pass under the Ponte.  
 
Until a few years ago the bridge used to open, moreover, to allow the passage of large 
military ships from the Ionian Sea to naval dockyard in Mar Piccolo; nowadays, little fishing 
boats (the “lampare”) cross the channel at dusk greeted by passers.  
 
Built by the Impresa industriale italiana di costruzioni metalliche, the Ponte Girevole 
originally consisted of a large segmental arch in wood and metal, divided into two arms that 
turned independently around a vertical pin powered by turbines. The structure was later 
renovated in the years 1957-1958, introducing an electric type operation, but in fact keeping 
intact the engineering principles. The new bridge was inaugurated by President of the Italian 
Republic Giovanni Gronchi March 10, 1958, and was dedicated to St. Francis of Paola, 
protector of the people of the sea. The Italian Navy guarantees management and 
maintenance of the bridge, which measures currently 89.9 m long and 9.3 m wide and was 
also celebrated by the Decadent poet Gabriele D'Annunzio in his “Laudi del Cielo del Mare 
della Terra e degli Eroi” (1903).  
 


