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By the end of World War II, distances dictated a new way of moving large amounts of 
equipment, this became known as the ‘Air Bridge’, a development inextricably linked with 
continued advances in aviation. The concept was two-fold; the projection of military power 
relies totally on air transport to maintain a force on the ground. Beyond hostilities, the air 
bridge often metamorphoses into a major facet of humanitarian aid; a number of such events 
are worth revisiting.  

The air bridge appears to have origins in the Far East when, during the war against Japan, 
the United States elected to re-supply bath Chinese and units of the USAAF by air. Known 
as ‘Over the Hump’, flights originated in India and flew men and equipment into China, 
passing over the Himalayas in the process. The operation ran from 1942 until November 
1945. Between June 1948 and May 1949, a collection of aircraft from both the military and 
private operators flew just over 2.3 million tons of supplies into the blockaded city of Berlin. 
Immediately after the Falklands War (1982) a very complex air bridge was devised for the re-
supply of the territory from 8000 miles away. It required three tanker aircraft to ensure one 
load of freight was delivered along with the ‘ride of a lifetime’. Further air bridges include the 
‘Operation Manner’ at the end of April 1945, supplying the starving population of the 
Netherlands and the year-long aid flights by the Royal Air Force in Ethiopia throughout 1985, 
giving rise to ‘pop-culture’ aid events. 

This paper will briefly discuss the re-supply of the Falkland Islands and look at the social 
impact of the air bridge; suggesting that in the case of ‘hearts and minds’ relief flights are 
costly, although, impressive statement of national intent.   


