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Abstract 

For roughly 5000 years, the Menai Strait has proved a barrier to communication between the 

island of Anglesey and mainland Wales.  It has also been an important corridor for shipping 

and trade, avoiding the longer and often hazardous sea route around the north of the island. 

Tacitus describes the nervousness of the Roman army when they arrived on the southern 

shore in AD 60.   In 1282 Edward I tried to use the strait to attack the welsh forces from the 

rear, but was thwarted on that occasion. 

The island’s role as the agricultural centre for north- west Wales - “Môn Mam Cymru” 

(Anglesey the Mother of Wales) - meant that travel and trade across the strait was frequent 

and important.  For hundreds of years several ferry sites were in regular use, with many 

accidents.   By 1599, Holyhead was established as the “packet” port for Ireland and Ogilvie’s 

map (1675) shows the route crossing from Penmaenmawr  to Beaumaris.  Later, the Bangor 

Ferry site was used - a shorter and safer crossing.  In the late 18th century proposals for a 

causeway or bridge were made, but the importance of the waterway for shipping prevented 

further development of these at the time.  

The Act of Union meant that on 01/01/1801 the whole business of Government of Ireland 

moved from Dublin to London and travel through Holyhead increased significantly.  

Eventually the Government recognised the need for an improved road and Telford’s 

Holyhead Road was constructed between 1815 and 1826. Throughout the history of travel to 

Ireland, many people have argued that Porthdinllaen on the Llŷn coast would provide a 

better port than Holyhead, but on each occasion the matter has been considered, Holyhead 

was preferred and bridging the Menai Strait has been the major achievement of both road 

and railway engineers. 


